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Croatian President speech at 
FAO Summit

We must reject all false convictions that we are victims of the moment, 
of circumstances beyond our control. Anything else would imply 
avoiding the truth, a blow in the face of all those who are starving 

“ Hunger… because of a truly brazen 
imposition of unacceptable models on 
other communities and ways of life”

Stjepan Mesić, President, Croatia
Address at the FAO Global Food Crisis Summit, Rome, June 3, 2008 

avoiding the truth, a blow in the face of all those who are starving 
today. Hunger is not only an un pleasant feeling in the stomach - the 
hunger facing our world today is the trampling of basic human rights, 
the theft of fundamental human dignity. This hunger is offensively 
unnecessary. And, most of all, it is deeply unjust. 



Croatian President speech at 
FAO SummitThe key word is: responsibility. But it is not enough to utter the word -

responsibility must also be recognized. We must admit responsibility, we must 
accept it! 

We must admit the fact that we have reached the present situation
because of decades of mistaken understanding of global development,
because of a truly brazen imposition of unacceptable models on other
communities and ways of life, because of unfair rules of international
trade and the hypocrisy of international financial institutions, because

“We must accept responsibility”

Stjepan Mesić, President, Croatia
Address at the FAO Global Food Crisis Summit, Rome, June 3, 2008 

trade and the hypocrisy of international financial institutions, because
of favouring big business at the expense of ordinary people. In a
nutshell, we are where we are because of the chronic lack of
international justice and solidarity, which has finally and on a global
scale affected the only material item which makes us all equal and all
vulnerable – and that is food.



Soil degradation

SOIL DEGRADATION 
IAASTD Synthesis Report



Drought projections

DROUGHT PROJECTIONS 
IPCC A1B scenario



Corporate control of food 
chain

CORPORATE CONTROL
FOOD CHAIN 

Top 10 Corporations own 60% seeds in 2006



Trends in food production/price

TRENDS in FOOD PRODUCTION



Livestock and GHGsLIVESTOCK 
a special case

☯ Intensive Livestock Production is a 
major contributor to GreenHouse Gases 
(GHGs)

☯ Land use change for animal feed 
production alone contributes 7%  GHGs 

☯ Rapidly increasing production ☯ Rapidly increasing production driven by 
a spiral of increased levels of demand. These 
are the result of a combination of lower prices 
through the externalisation of environmental, 
welfare and social costs and oversupply – a 
system favoured by international financing 
institutions and aid agencies in their mission of 
implementing a development paradigm based 
on economic growth.

☯ Concentration: 4 TNCs own the genetics of 
the world’s poultry breeds.



Terra Preta Forum



Advancing African Agriculture

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004  -- 2009

Committee on Development

Learning from African farmers and 
from the mistakes of the CAP?



What kind of Agriculture?



Industrial farming fades your 
genes
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Fritz: don’t damage environment
"Modern man talks of 

the battle with nature, 

forgetting if he ever 

won the battle he 

would find himself on would find himself on 

the losing side" 

Fritz Schumacher



Local control by biodiversity-
enhancing local food providers

• Unleashing 
democratic energies

• Meso-level decision 
making – social, 
economic and 
environmental

• Between local 
(government) 

LOCAL CONTROL

(government) 
institutions and 
social organisations 
of farmers, livestock 
keepers, fisherfolk 
and all biodiversity-
enhancing local 
food providers



Small scale production provides 
world’s local food

Small-scale sustainable 
farmers are cooling down 

the Earth
through food provision systems resilient to climate  change

and other shocks


